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The Business of Art 
By Debbie Schluckebier 

 

October 17, 6:30 pm  

How, where, when, and how much?   

Those are the questions the guild’s newest study group, The 
Business of Art, will discuss in our October program. A panel will 
address aspects of turning your hobby into a business as well as 
entering, jurying, showing art at local and national venues.  

It is not a simple process as there are many things to consider.  In 
fact, it can be quite scary to place ourselves and our work out 
there for all to see and critique.  This program will steer us 
through the murk because this panel consists of guild members 
who have taken the plunge and have experience in- The Business 
of Art. 

 

Also, if you would like to donate an item to be used as a door 
prize at the Holiday Exhibit and Sale, please bring them to the 
October meeting. 

 

 

 Next Guild Meeting: 
October 17, 2017, 6:30 pm 
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President’s Corner 
 
 What a great turnout we had for the September 
meeting of the Columbia Weavers and Spinners’ Guild. 
Thanks to all who attended and contributed to the 
conversation, the program and, especially, the show-
and-tell portion of the meeting. It’s always inspiring to 
see all the creative works.   
 
Thanks also the members who participated in the 
“Inspired by Art” exhibit at the Museum of Art and 
Archaeology on Sept. 23 as part of National Museum 
Day. It was an enjoyable two hours spent with friends 
while sitting among the fabulous art at the museum and 
the inspired creations of guild members. (Many thanks 
to Debbie Prost for organizing the guild’s participation.) 
 

 
Mini-workshops ahead  
 
The guild is teaming up with Access Arts to host two 
mini-workshops.  
     
An opportunity to learn how to make ornaments and 
home decorations with folded books is set for Nov. 1. 

In conjunction, Access Arts 
will also have session that day 
for making a clay ornament.  
 
On Dec. 2, there will be a 
session to make a fascinator 
(check out the accompanying 
photo). This session will be 
taught by Debbie and me. 
There also will be an ugly 

sweater contest that day. We are still working out the 
final details, but both sessions should be loads of fun 
and a great opportunity to learn a new skill but to also 
spend time with other guild members. Bring your 
friends and family members, too.  
     
Anyone who would like to volunteer to help out at the 
workshops, please let Debbie or me know. It would be 
much appreciated. We’ll be working with Shawna 
Johnson, executive director of Access Arts, to plan and 
organize the workshop, but Access Arts will provide all 
the logistics of registration, collecting the funds and all 
those other fun details. The guild will help with 
publicizing the events – a great time for our new 
communications team to strut their stuff. We will split 
the profits 50/50 with Access Arts. And, of course, you 

can apply for guild scholarships to cover the cost of 
attending.  
 

 
What do you want from your Guild?  
 
We’ve talked a bit during recent guild meetings about a 
strategic planning process, and most people seem to 
think it’s probably a good idea. That’s not to say 
everyone agrees about how to go about it. After 70 
years of success, I think it’s reasonable to say that 
everyone wants the best guild we can create and 
sustain. And, so this is an invitation to each of you to 
think about what the guild means to you.  
 
What do you think is its mission? Do you agree with 
that? What do you think it should be? And then how do 
you achieve that mission? What you would like to see 
more of, less of, different and other?  
 
What are the guild’s strength? What are its 
weaknesses?  
 
We also talk a lot about money: how to make it, where 
to collect it, who to ask for it, what to spend it on, how 
to use it to make more money. So, think about those 
topics, too.  
 
What’s the future look like? How, or should, we grow? 
And how much? How recruit both younger and new 
members?   
 
We hope you’ll take time to think about these questions 
– and others – as you think about the guild and we 
move into a more formal process of strategic planning. 
It’s probably best to write down your thoughts. If you 
like, send them along to Debbie and me. We’d love to 
read them and gain more insights into the community’s 
thoughts about the guild.  
 ------------------------------ 
See you at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 17, at the ARC.  
 
Debbie Prost and Maggie Walter  
debbieprost@gmail.com and waltermr@missouri.edu 
co-presidents  
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Member News 
 

It’s time to think about renewing your membership for 
2017-18. Please use the Google link (see below) for the 
online membership form. The link to the form is 
goo.gl/jIC62b. If you have any issues with the online 
form, contact Tammy Mann at tpmann123@gmail.com. 

 

Book Review  
by Maggie Walters 

“Indiana Coverlet Weavers and Their Coverlets” by 
Pauline Woodward Montgomery  

 
The cover of “Indiana Coverlet Weavers and Their 
Coverlets” caught my attention as much as the title. The 
cover is described as: “The jacket design shows the two 
sides of a handsome but unidentified coverlet. It was 
probably woven by one of the Balantynes.” The deep 
blue and white medallions, in reverse on the opposite 
side, are absolutely stunning. The amount of detail in 
the work is astounding. It certainly doesn't take an 
expert weaver to realize the complexity of the pattern 
and the expertise of the weaver. That description 
applies to the contents of the book, as well. It’s a 
comprehensive survey of all the known professional 
weavers from Indiana counties. So meticulous was the 
researcher that she included a list and a bit of 
information about 16 weavers that “might” have been 
Indiana weavers but couldn’t be confirmed.  
 
The Balantynes – Samuel and Abraham – mentioned in 
the cover blurb are only one of many noted weavers 
from the Hoosier state. Others include Henry Adopf, 
Charles and George Adolphs, James Baird, Thomas 
Bolton, Hiram Bundy, Isaac Burholder and William Sr., 
James and William Jr. Craigs and the prolific Kleins with 
five weavers in the household. As you can see by the 
multiple names with the surnames, weaving was often a 
family affair with sons following in their father’s 
footsteps. Brothers also frequently went to work 
together in a weaving shop. The book includes much 
biographical information about many of the weavers 
and their families.  
 
They were immigrants from Germany, Scotland, Ireland, 
England and later New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
Most pioneer homes were not complete without a 

spinning wheel and a loom, but in the 1830s, 
professional weavers, mostly men, opened shops and 
specialized in weaving coverlets on jacquard looms. 
Their businesses thrived; many had backlogs of orders 
to fill. House were no longer one-room cabins but larger 
homes with multiple bedrooms, each needing at least 
one if not more coverlets. Every child of marriageable 
age had one ready to go with them to their new 
homestead. “Every woman who could afford it had to 
own one of the fashionable new jacquard coverlets,” 
Montgomery wrote.  
 
Four decades later, the industrial revolution with 
mechanized looms and changing tastes in home décor 
pushed these men out of the business. The earliest 
dated coverlet from a jacquard loom identified as the 
work of an Indiana professional weaver was 1838 and 
the latest from 1874. 
 
As I’m an Indiana native, I was drawn to the book by its 
contents as well as the cover. I was richly rewarded, but 
I was dismayed to learn there was only one Harrison 
County weaver. So little is known about George 
Thompson, though, that he rates only a single 
paragraph. “Aside from a brief advertisement in the 
Corydon Investigator of January 5, 1838, that George 
Thompson was equipped to weave coverlets, nothing is 
known of this Harrison County weaver.” 
 
The book abounds with patterns of the coverlets, each 
one a unique signature of the family of weavers and 
each eye-popping in beauty and precision – even 
intimidating. There are several colored plates and many 
more black and white photos of the coverlets. There are 
also a few photographs of the weavers. Reproductions 
of advertisements and inventory records are also 
included.  
 
The book is a treasure trove of weaving history, even if 
you’re not a Hoosier.  And, it refutes that old saying that 
you can’t judge a book by its cover. In this case, you 
certainly can.  
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Guild Members Display at 
Museum 

Nine guild members displayed their challenge pieces at 
the University’s Museum of Art and Archaeology on 
September 23 as part of National Museum Day. Nearly 
70 visitors walked through the galleries and spoke to 
members about their work. Sitting near the pieces that 
served as inspiration, we were able to describe weaving, 
basketry, knitting, crocheting, papermaking, and other 
forms of fiber art and how it connected to the 
museum’s holdings. Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the 2016-2017 challenge, and a special 
thanks to those who attended the museum: Rebecca 
Bergfield, Susan Burpo, Mariea Caruthers, Jenny 
Chicone, Cathey Clark, Nancy Elliott, Ann McGinity, 
Debbie Schluckebier and Jean Williams. Other members 
who lent their pieces were Linda Coats, Patti Doyle, and 
Vicki Smith. 

Rebecca Bergfield with her 
weaving. 

Ann McGinity 
demonstrating basketmaking. 

Mariea Caruthers in the 
gallery. 

Daytime CWSG Group 
 
Announcing a new monthly daytime CWSG gathering! 
This group is for those who aren’t able to attend the 
regular evening meetings, as well as anyone who would 
enjoy another opportunity to hang out with fiber 
friends in an informal setting. This will not be a business 
meeting. If you’re interested, please join us to plan our 
meetings and activities this year. 
 
We’ll definitely have show-n-tell, so bring anything 
you’d like to show as well as a portable project to work 
on. Since we’re meeting over lunch, also feel free to 
Bring a brown-bag. 
 
First and second meetings are set in October and 
November: we’ll meet the first Tuesday at the Daniel 
Boone Regional Library. We’ll try to standardize a 
meeting time and place once we see how many people 
are interested and what works best for us. 
 
October 3, 2017 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
DBRL Conference Room B 
 
November 7, 2017 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
DBRL Conference Room A 

 

 

Advertising Rates for the 
Tie-Up 

2.50 – business-card size 
$5 – quarter page 
$10 for half page 
$15 for three-quarters page 
$20 for full page format)  

Members may advertise extra equipment or goods at no 
charge. For non-members there is a $2 fee.  Email Tammy 
Mann, Tie-Up editor, for more information at 
tpmann123@gmail.com.  
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Funding Assistance 
Thanks to a generous donation by long-time guild member 
Verna Wulfekammer, the Verna Wulfekammer Memorial 
Trust Fund was set up to provide support for fiber-related 
educational activities for the benefit of guild members and 
other artists.  The trustees meet four times a year to 
appropriate funds to applicants. 

For information or applications, contact 2017-2018 
Wulfekammer Trustees: Susan Burpo – Correspondent (2017-
18); Jeni Donohue – Secretary (2017-2020); Rebecca Bergfield 
(2016-2019)   

Applications can also be obtained at the Guild Library housed 
at Access Arts or electronically by requesting them from one 
of the trustees:  susanburpo@msn.com; dschluck@live.com; 
or noteweaver7@gmail.com. The completed application may 
then be sent to the three trustees electronically. 

 

Educational Scholarship Fund 
This fund honors Lois Watkins, Helen Carter, and Helen 
Solter, who were active and important long-time members of 
the Guild. This memorial fund provides funding for 
scholarship for guild members to attend fiber-related 
activities.  For information and applications, contact current 
administrators, Shelda Eggers, Meg Bartlett, or Bex Oliger, or 
pick up an application at the guild library housed at Access 

Arts. 

 

 

 
Help Fund the Columbia 

Weavers & Spinners’ Guild 
 
If you are an Amazon shopper you can enter through 
smile.amazon.com and select the Guild as your 
recipient. Then, any purchases you make when you log 
on through smile.amazon.com will result in a donation 
to the Guild. 
If you purchase from Halcyon Yarn (halcyonyarn.com) 
use the customer number 949535. The Guild will 
receive a check equal to 5% of our members’ purchases 
each January. 

 

 

Youth Fiber Arts 
 
There will be a planning meeting for the Youth Fiber 
Arts Exhibition on Sunday, October 8, from 2:00pm until 
3:30pm.  It will be held at Hillcreek Yarn Shoppe.  
Anyone is welcome.  Please bring your ideas and 
creativity to help make this the best Youth Fiber Arts 
Program ever!  Contact Rebecca  Bergfield at 573-864-
6529 or dancingfiber@gmail.com  if you have any 
questions. 

 

Holiday Exhibition and Sale 
Update 

 
The 2017 Holiday Exhibition and Sale will be here before 
you know it. It’s hard to believe but Columbia Weavers 
and Spinners Guild’s Holiday Exhibition and Sale is 28 
years old this year! What started out as a group of fiber 
artists wanting to promote their endeavors has evolved 
into a well-orchestrated weekend event. 
 
This year we have 22 participants preparing to display 
everything from table linens to rugs, scarves to jewelry, 
baskets to hand-made paper. The scope of the items is a 
feast for the eyes and a celebration of our work 
throughout the year. 
 
A vital part of this event is demonstrating various fiber 
art skills for the public. This is the "educational" aspect 
of our organization; it’s how we tell the public about 
what we do. It's fun to interact with our visitors who 
seem to be endlessly fascinated by the process and it 
adds so much to our weekend.  If you would be willing 
to spend an hour or two on Saturday or Sunday, 
November 11 or 12, demonstrating your craft, we need 
for you to let Jenny Sennott know 

(jennsennott@gmail.com). The guild traveling loom will 
be there, and you can bring in any other equipment you 
may need to demonstrate your craft. 
 

2017 HES Steering Committee 
 
Bookkeeping:      Susan Burpo (susanburpo@msn.com)  
Display:     Gunilla Murphy (gunillamurphy@yahoo.com)  

  Paula McFarling (pmcfarli@mchsi.com)  
Facilitation:  Mariea Caruthers (grmacrthrs@gmail.com)  
Inventory:       Debbie Schluckebier (dschluck@live.com) 
Mailing:                      Kandys Bleil (kebleil@hotmail.com) 
Publicity:                      Linda Coats (coatsl@missouri.edu)  
Membership:  Jean Williams (jeanweaves@gmail.com)  
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Library News 
 
We are continuing to build the online database of our 
library.  It’s a big job! You can view our progress so far at: 
www.librarything.com/catalog/COMOWSG. 
Last year we purchased the new cabinet in lieu of adding 
new materials. Over the past year though, members have 
made suggestions for new books. The library committee 
hopes to meet soon to review these suggestions 
and perhaps add a few to our collection this year.  It’s not 
too late to add ideas to our wish list.  Please contact any of 
us. 
Patti Doyle 
Jeni Donohue 
Cathy Huckins 
Susan Burpo 
Jenny Sennott 

 

Study Groups 

Rug Hookers 
Facilitator: Sharon Hutchinson 
660-338-5166 or shutchinson@cvalley.net 

The Rug Hooking Study Group will meet at Whitehorse 
Antiques, Rocheport, October 11, at 10:00. Bring your 
hooking project and if you would like to learn to rug 
hook, come and find out more about it. For more 
information, contact Sharon Hutchinson. 

Designing Weavers 
Facilitator:  Jenny Chicone 
jennychicone@gmail.com 

The Designing Weavers study group focuses on weaving 
in a variety of formats. Our next meeting will be a road 
trip to Watkins Woolen Mills on Tuesday, October 10. 
Plan to meet at the Target parking lot at 9am to carpool 
with Jenny Chicone to Excelsior Springs for lunch and an 
afternoon at the woolen mill. If you are interested, we 
have room for one more.  

Dyers 
Facilitator:  Bex Oliger 
bexoli@gmail.com or (573) 449-5648 

The Dyers' Study Group meets on the first Sunday of 
every month at 2pm at Hilcreek Yarn Shoppe (1414 
Rangeline). 

Feltmakers 
Facilitator:  Bonnie Ahrens 
angoramom@hotmail.com or 573-492-6472  
 
The Feltmakers will be meeting as follows: 
October 8 Totem Masks/Inuit inspired facilitator Debbie Prost 
November 12 Felted Fingerless Gloves facilitator Jamie Dack 
January 14 Sissix Cut Shapes facilitator Laurie Harper  
February 11 Felted Beads facilitator Kate Shiva 
March 11 Zipper pins facilitator Nancy Elliot 
April 8 Nuno felt samples using flat lace and doilies facilitator Linda 
Coats 
May 13 Calamarie felt with Jamie Dack/Pencil roving scarf with 
Debbie Prost (your choice) 

 

Fiber Arts  
Facilitator:  Leandra Spangler 
leandra@bearcreekpaperworks.com 
 
No study group information provided for this 
newsletter. Please contact the study group facilitator. 

Knitters   
Facilitator: Kirsten Richards 
Kirsten07734@gmail.com  
 
No study group information provided for this 
newsletter. Please contact the study group facilitator. 

 
The Business of Art Group  
Facilitator: Ann McGinity 
annmcginity@yahoo.com  

 
BoA October Meeting:  This month, our group will meet 
for a lunch discussion and to view the Boone County Art 
Show.  Sunday, October 15th, we are meeting for lunch 
at 1pm, at Room 38 (8th and Walnut), and then on to 
Central Bank to view the Boone County Art show.  For 
those who want to meet up at the bank, we will start off 
about 2pm in the Fibers Area, near the entrance.  

More than 4 
Facilitator:  Susan Burpo 
susanburpo@gmail.com or 573-445-7348 
 
More than Four will meet on Tuesday, October 24th at 
7 PM in Room A of the Daniel Boone Regional Library.  
In addition to discussing our current projects, we will 
also be brainstorming ideas for "kits" for the Youth Arts 
Exhibit.  Last month we discussed the challenges of 
pricing items.  We also discussed various looms, their 
strengths and their weaknesses.  New members are 
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always welcome.  If you are interested in weaving with 
more than four shafts, please join us. 
 

Spinners 
Facilitator:  Deborah Wilson 
debcwilson@gmail.com  
 
The September Spinning Study Group will be meeting at 
the Hillcreek Yarn Shoppe on the fourth Thursday 
(October 26) from 11am-2pm.  
 

Guild Equipment Rentals: 

Columbia Weavers & Spinners Guild has the 
following equipment available for members:  
   Four-shaft table loom: $10/month 
   Eight-shaft table loom: $12/month 
   Spinning wheels: $10/month 
   Drum Carder: $10/month 
   Fiber Picker:  $10/month 
   Wool Combs:  $10/month 
   Triangular frame loom and stand: $10/month  
   Hat blocks: $2/week  
   Hat brim blocks: $2/week 
 
Most items are stored at Access Arts.  Contact 
Jenny Sennott or Rune Mussett-Sharp, 573-875-
4836, to rent this equipment.  

 
Events that Might Interest You 

Alpacas d’Auxvasse Pop-Up Store 
3 Days Only – Oct 27-29  
Regular Mall hours 
Columbia Mall next to Victoria’s Secret in the H&M 
wing 
 
This is not a kiosk, but a regular mall store where I’ll be 
displaying all my products, including Alpaca scarves, 
socks, gloves, hats, rugs and dog beds and of course 
Hand dyed ALPACA YARN! 
I’ll have my spinning wheel and I’d love for you to hang 
out with me! There will be plenty of tables and chairs 
for working on your projects and room for your spinning 
wheels. I’ll have both yarn and roving samples, so if 
you’d like to try out some of my yarns you are welcome 
to knit a swatch or spin up some sample roving. Or bring 
your own project and just enjoy a few hours at the mall. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email or 
call. Ann Mayes, Alpacas d’Auxvasse, 573-386-3462 

annmayes@ktis.net 

Ozark Fiber Fling 2017 – November 3-4 at the Meramec 
Baptist Retreat Center in Steelville, MO (see flyer at the 
end of this newsletter). 

The Kansas City Fiber and Weavers Guilds invite you to 
our 34th Creative Hand Show and Sale, November 17 
and 18th in Shawnee, Kansas. (A copy of the 
promotional postcard is available – just email Tammy 
Mann, your fearless Tie-Up editor!)  And we would love 
to send you actual postcards if you want them to share 
with your fellow guild members.   

Our show may not be just down the street but we think 
this is a very special event for fiber enthusiasts like you.  
Think ROAD TRIP.  We will have over 60 artists in this 
juried sale and the scope of our products is mind-
boggling.  Ok, I’m bragging but check out our website 
(http://www.creativehandkc.org/) and see for yourself.  

 We want to welcome you.  When you come to the 
show please let one of our members know someone 
from your guild is there so we can recognize you.  And 
let us know about your events too so we can promote 
them to our guild members.   Guilds should stick 
together.  Need ideas for other places to visit while you 
are in town, we’ll try and help with that as well. 

 
The next Midwest Weavers' Conference will be: 
"Uncommon Threads" Grinnell, Iowa 
June 20-22, 2019 

Artwork by CWSG Fiber Arts Study Group members, 
Amy Schomaker, Jennifer Wax, Robin Wingo 
and Leandra Spangler will be shown in FIBER SQUARED, 
a Missouri Fiber Artists sponsored exhibition at The 
Foundry Arts Centre, Ameristar Gallery, 520 N Main, St. 
Charles, MO 63301.  QUILT NATIONAL will be featured 
in the main gallery at the same time, October 6 thru 
December 1, 2017.  The Fiber Arts Study Group plans a 
“road trip” on October 11, 2017 to The Foundry Arts 
Centre in St. Charles.  A facilitator is still needed to 
coordinate this activity.   
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Columbia Weavers & Spinners’ Guild Membership Form 
Membership year runs from July 1 to June 30  

 

The membership renewal form can now be completed online at goo.gl/jIC62b   
but the paper form can still be use if you like. 

 
Please complete the online or paper form, and mail with your check or money order to 

Weavers & Spinners' Guild, PO Box 124, Columbia, MO  65205 

❏  Regular Membership $35.00 

❏  80 & Over Membership $ 0.00 

❏  Guild Patron $50.00 

❏  Household membership $60.00 

❏  Limited Income $10.00 

INSTRUCTIONS:  

 Fill out a separate membership form for each member of the household, including fiber interests.  Each 
member will be listed separately in the directory. 

 If you are renewing, please include only your name and then other information, only if it has changed 
from the last year. 

 Please indicate areas(s) of interest (if renewing, mark only changes): 
Name ______________________________________________________   
Street Address ________________________________________________   
City _____________________________ State _______ Zip____________    

Home Phone  ____________________ 
Work Phone _____________________ 
Cell Phone ______________________ 

Email ___________________________ 
Ravelry User Name __________________ 
Website (s): _______________________ 

❏   Basketry   

❏ Bead Weaving   

❏ Basic Weaves   

❏ Crocheting   

❏ Computer Designing  

❏ Dyeing   

❏ Feltmaking   

❏ Knitting 

❏ Marketing   

❏ Multi-Shaft Weaving   

❏ Needlework   

❏ Papermaking   

❏ Rigid Heddle Weaving   

❏ Rug Hooking   

❏ Rugs (other) 

❏ Spinning   

❏ Surface Design   

❏ Tapestry 

❏ Triangle Weaving    

 If Wool/fiber producer, specify animal type:   
________________________________   

Other Interests:  (list)  
________________________________  
________________________________  
________________________________  
________________________________  
 

  

Columbia Weavers & Spinners' Guild 
PO Box 124 
Columbia, MO  65205 
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